
                                                                                                                                    

Welcome  

This is the third edition of our scientific newsletter, dedicated to providing 

the latest updates on research, regulatory developments, technology, and 

standard methods in the leather industry. 

In this issue, we are starting a series of publications about the use of patents 

in the leather industry. We will review two old patents that shaped the 

leather industry. 

Patents are a complex subject, involving the interplay of technology, science, 

art, and legal expertise. The process of obtaining a patent is intricate and 

often requires the expertise of a patent attorney for the submission, 

interaction with the patent examiner, and defense of the patent. The patent 

process varies across different countries, resulting in situations where 

patents may be granted in some regions but not in others. 

Thank you for joining us on this journey. We look forward to your feedback 

and contributions in future editions. 

Please share your comments and suggestions to secretary@iultcs.org 

Wishing you all a Happy New Year! Keep Tanning! 

Kind regards,  

Dr. Luis A. Zugno, editor 

   

mailto:secretary@iultcs.org


Traditionally, leather technology has been kept as a trade secret, with 

recipes and formulations guarded closely by the Master Tanner. Often, the 

chemicals were coded, and only handwritten formulations existed. 

Tanneries were tightly closed industries. However, with the advent of the 

industrial revolution, tanneries had to become more transparent, requiring 

the disclosure of chemicals and formulations. This shift created an 

opportunity to use patents to protect intellectual property. Today, both 

trade secrets and patents continue to play a crucial role in the leather 

industry. 

 

 

Patents play a crucial role in innovation by: 

1. Protection of Intellectual Property: Patents safeguard inventors 

from unauthorized use of their inventions, ensuring they can control 

and monetize their innovations. 

2. Incentive for Innovation: By granting exclusive rights to profit 

from inventions, patents provide a strong incentive for investing time 

and resources in research and development. 

A patent is a special legal protection for inventors. It gives them the 

exclusive right to use, make, and sell their invention for a set period, 

usually 20 years. This means no one else can use or copy their 

invention without permission. 

Patents encourage inventors to create new things by ensuring they 

can benefit from their hard work. To get a patent, inventors must 

describe their invention in detail so others can understand how it 

works. This sharing of knowledge helps inspire more new ideas and 

inventions. 

In simple terms, a patent is like a reward for inventors that also helps 

spread new knowledge and technology. 



3. Promotion of Knowledge Sharing: The requirement for public 

disclosure of patented inventions fosters knowledge dissemination, 

which can inspire further innovation and development in related 

fields. 

4. Economic Growth: Patents drive economic growth by encouraging 

the commercialization of new technologies, leading to the creation of 

new products, services, and industries. 

While patents provide significant advantages, they also come with certain 

challenges: 

1. Cost: The process of obtaining and maintaining a patent can be 

expensive, including application fees, legal fees, and maintenance 

fees. In the United States the total cost for the life of the patent is 

estimated in 100,000 dollars. 

2. Time-Consuming: The patent examination process can be lengthy, 

often taking several years to complete. In most countries patents are 

valid for 20 years. 

3. Enforcement: Enforcing patent rights can be complex and costly, 

particularly in cases of international infringement. 

 

In this newsletter we will review 2 important and historical United States 

patents on the leather industry:  

1. The two-batch system for chrome tanning patented in the United 

States by Schultz on January 8, 1884, next month completing 141 

years. The two patents “Tawing Hides and Skins” describe the use of 

bichromate of potash (potassium bichromate) being reduced by sodium 

sulfite or sodium thiosulfate. Patents: US291784A and US291785. 

Schultz patents were challenged by Zahn citing prior art. The New 

Jersey court said that the process is not entirely new or original and 

that similar patents existed at the time of Schultz's patent. This video 



has a great representation of the patent dispute: 

https://bit.ly/409Q5w7  

2. Dr. Otto Rohm patented in 1908 the invention of a bating process using 

extract of the pancreas of animals and a mixture of salts of alkali and 

ammonia. This new bating method served as a replacement for the 

traditional use of dog dung in the bating process. The most known 

product of this patent (now expired) is called Oropon® and is still being 

used today. Patent US886,411. The German patent was issued on June 

7, 1907: DE200519C https://patents.google.com/patent/DE200519C/en  

The patent when issued became a public document and can be accessible 

easily. At the end of this newsletter, we have the complete text of these 

patents. The old patents are simple and very objective; today are more 

complex. 

We will continue our discussion on patents and how to make searches in 

the future issues of Newsleathers. 

https://bit.ly/409Q5w7
https://patents.google.com/patent/DE200519C/en


  



 



 


